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party, Kulich Khan, Firoz Jang's father, and grandfather
of Nizam ul Mulk, was killed by a cannon ball, and the
assault failed. Both sides now prepared for a long siege,
and Firoz Jang was placed at the head of the besieging army.

The pride of Shah Alain had been deeply hurt by the
emperor's disregard of the treaty, and while under the
walls of Golconda, his feelings led him to enter into
separate negotiations with Abu Hussein. The king plied
the prince with presents in the hope of securing his inter-
cession, and invited him to a personal interview within the
fortress. Shah Alain accepted the invitation; but before
he could act on it, news of it reached tho emperor's eaiu
Next morning when Shah Alam and his two eldest sous
Muazzuddin and Mahomed Azim, attended the daily durbar
the emperor asked them in the kindest tones to go into an
adjoining room to confer on matters of state with two <>L'
his generals. Not suspecting treachery, the princes complied
and were at once arrested. Tho prisoners were tro:il,ccl
with the utmost severity, and for six months were not
allowed even to dress their hair. Gradually their imprison-
ment grow less harsh, but it was not until seven years had
passed that Aurangzlb released Shah Alain from confinement.
Shah Alain's arrest in no way discouraged Sikandar Shah.
The soul of his defence was the gallant Abdur Razzak.
Aurangzib, accustomed easily to corrupt the chiefs of
opposing armies, offered him almost regal honours if ho
would betray his master. But Abdur Kazzak called to him
the leading soldiers of the army, road out in their presence
the emperor's letter, and by way of answer tore it to pieces
on one of the bastions of Golconda. Sikandar Shah had
accumulated vast stores of food and ammunition. The
Golconda springs were abundant and perennial. Outside
famine raged; for Sambhaji, seeing that the emperor's peace
was merely a device to gain time, sent Maratha horse to
cut off tho imperial supplies.

The emperor decided to fill in the moat as he had done
at Bijapur, and after purifying himself, sewed tho seams